
Creating Artistic Magic: How to Make Brown Paint
from Scratch

Brown is a versatile and fundamental color in art, often used to add depth, warmth, and
earthiness to your paintings. While it's easy to buy pre-made brown paint, mixing your own
can be a rewarding and cost-effective way to customize your artwork. In this blog post, we'll
explore how to make brown paint from scratch and unleash your inner artist.

1. Understanding the Color Brown:

Before diving into the mixing process, it's important to understand the basics of the color
brown. Brown is typically created by mixing complementary colors—opposite colors on the
color wheel. The most common complementary color pair for brown is red and green.
However, other combinations can be used to achieve various shades of brown.

2. Mixing Brown with Primary Colors:

To create brown using the primary colors (red, blue, and yellow), follow these steps:

Start with equal parts of red and yellow. Mix them together. This will create a vibrant orange
color.

Gradually add small amounts of blue to your orange mixture. Continue to mix until you
achieve your desired shade of brown. The more blue you add, the cooler (more greyish) the
brown will become.

3. Mixing Brown with Complementary Colors:

As mentioned earlier, red and green are complementary colors that can be used to create
brown. Here's how you can do it:

Mix equal parts of red and green. This will create a brown color. Adjust the proportions to
make it warmer (more red) or cooler (more green) as needed.
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4. Using Earth Tones:

If you have earth-toned pigments, such as burnt sienna or raw umber, you can simply use
these pigments to create various shades of brown. These earth tones are pre-mixed to
resemble natural browns and can save you time.

5. Experiment and Explore:

The beauty of making brown paint from scratch is the ability to experiment and explore. You
can create different shades of brown by adjusting the proportions of your base colors. For
example, mixing a little more red with yellow will give you a warmer brown, while adding
more blue will create a cooler brown.

6. Tinting and Shading:



Once you have your brown base color, you can create different tints and shades by adding
white for lighter tones or black for darker ones. This allows you to expand your color palette
even further.

7. Keep Notes:

When you achieve the perfect shade of brown for your project, it's a good idea to keep notes
on the colors and proportions used. This will help you replicate the color in the future if
needed.

8. Safety and Clean-Up:

Remember to follow safety precautions when working with pigments and paint. Use gloves
and a well-ventilated workspace. When you're done, clean your brushes and tools
thoroughly to prevent color contamination.

In conclusion, making brown paint from scratch is a creative and enjoyable process that
allows you to personalize your artwork and learn more about color mixing. Whether you're an
experienced artist or just starting, experimenting with color combinations to create brown can
open up a world of possibilities for your paintings. So, grab your primary colors,
complementary colors, or earth-toned pigments, and start mixing your own unique shades of
brown to add depth and character to your artistic creations.


